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Getting to Know All about You…
Every once in a while, right here on the front page of The Evangel, I propose we play a little game 
where we get to know the fine people of Saint John’s. We’ll do it a couple times a year—see if it 
catches on—and who knows, maybe it’ll become a regular feature. So for the summery month of 
June, I’ve chosen . . . wait for it . . . LeEtta and myself. (I know I’m stretching the “fine people of 
Saint John’s” part.) 

So let’s get to know some people! Here’s the 17 answers you’re just dying to know.

Other than Jesus, of course, with whom from history would you like to have a 
conversation? LeEtta (pronounced: lee-eh-tah): “Mary Magdalene and Socrates.” James: “My 
big three: Apostle Paul, Augustine, and Thomas Aquinas.” Favorite holiday? L: “Easter.” J: 
“Christmas (because L took Easter).” Name something that’s on your bucket list? L: “Touring 
both Israel and Iceland.” J: “A tour of the ancient churches across Europe and seeing Hamilton 
on Broadway.” 

We’re off to a good start. But let’s get some basic info! Who’s in your household? L: “Just 
James.” J: “She’s not lying—it’s really just the two of us.” Where were you born? L: “Operating 
table in Salem, Virginia (and I grew up in Roanoke).” J: “Born in Chattanooga, Tennessee; but I 
was quickly transported to Central Pennsylvania, where I grew up.” What year were you born? 
L: “1981!” J: “1978 (ugh, getting old).” 

Okay, done with the basic stuff. Here’s a good one: What’s something about yourself that you 
think would surprise others to know about you? L: “I know nearly every line from the movie, 
Nacho Libre.” J: “I’ve been a die-hard Buffalo Bills fan all my life.”

Rapid-fire time! Favorite television show or movie? L: “True Grit and Anne of Green Gables 
(the old 1985 version).” J: “So hard to narrow down—but you can’t go wrong with Breaking Bad 
and There Will Be Blood.” Favorite book in the Bible? L: Romans.” J: “Romans. Two intelligent 
minds think alike!” Favorite food or drink? L: “Dark roast coffee and pie (hot or cold).” J: “An 
Old Fashioned. For food: good sushi.” Other than Oklahoma, where would you love to live? L: 
“New Mexico.” J: “That’s a fine answer—I’m going New Mexico too!”

And now: the big finish! (Don’t mess it up.) What musical instrument do you play? L: “Gave the 
clarinet a try in middle school—it didn’t take—I’m now dabbling in the harmonica.” J: “I have a 
fantastic singing voice in the shower.” What’s your favorite part of our worship service? L: 
“Epiclesis.” J: “Giving Holy Communion to the people, definitely the best.” What book would you 
recommend? L: “Mission of God by Christopher Wright; something on the lighter side, Lamb: The 
Gospel According to Biff, Christ’s Childhood Pal by Christopher Moore.” J: “Silence by Shusaku 
Endo.” What are your joys in life? L: “People.” J: “I really enjoy fascinating ideas, building 
culture, and doing the work of the priest.” What ministry interests you the most at Saint 
John’s? L: “That’s a hard one because I’m still getting used to everything—but really, wherever I 
can be helpful.” J: “The ministry that interests me the most is doing what I’ve been called to do, 
which is to be the best priest I can be here at Saint John’s.” One word answer please! What do 
you like the most about Saint John’s? L: “(The) people!” J: “The intentionality I feel here—in 
wanting to worship our great God in spirit and in truth, and then wanting to take that worship out 
into the broader culture to affect change.” (One word answer . . . priests never follow 
instructions!)
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year B

JULY 4
Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

JULY 11
Seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Psalm 24
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29

JULY 18
Eighth Sunday after 
Pentecost
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Psalm 89:20-37
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

JULY 25
Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost
2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

Recently, Bishop Poulson announced new guidelines for the Diocese of Oklahoma 
regarding COVID-19 protocols. In a video released in April, Bishop Poulson stated, “On 
Pentecost, May 23rd, we will remove all mandatory COVID protocols for congregations 
in the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, except for the following four aspects: we will 
continue to wear masks, we will continue to sanitize our hands, and we will not have the 
chalice (the common cup), or indoor eating.
Everything else is permitted as of May 23rd, including outdoor meals, nursery care, 
singing, use of books, in person meetings, and removing the social distancing 
requirements. Only masks, hand sanitizing, and the prohibitions on the chalice and 
indoor eating will continue.” 

St. John’s will continue to observe regular protocols until Pentecost, including taking 
temperatures, contact tracing cards, distancing, no singing, no nursery, and no coffee/
food. Stay tuned for more changes after Pentecost!

Join us on Pentecost, May 23rd, after the 10:30 service for coffee and cookies in the 
courtyard! 

Knit Night
The "Knit" Night fellowship will meet 
Thursday, July 1 and Thursday, July 15. 
Both evenings are 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
in The Commons. All are welcome to 
join us, with or without portable 
stitching, crafting and art projects. All 
skill levels are welcome. Participants 
help each other learn new skills, figure 
out challenging pattern instructions, and 
celebrate the joy of making beautiful 
and useful things. 

A reminder email is sent a day or two 
before each meeting. If you'd like to be 
added to the email list, or have any 
questions about the group, please 
contact Melody Palm at (309) 825-6963 
or mapalm@ilstu.edu. 

Altar Flowers
As church gears back up, we 
do have some spots available 
for altar flower dedications. To 
dedicate a Sunday’s flowers in 
honor of a birthday or 
anniversary, in memory of a 
loved one, or to the Glory of 
God, please call the church 
office at 321-3020. 
Available 2021 dates are:

7/11
8/15
10/3
10/31 

The Norman Singers thank St. John's for allowing them to rehearse at the church.  On 
July 11th at 3pm, they will be giving a concert of the music being rehearsed at St. 
John's since April 12th.  The concert will be held at St. Michael's Episcopal Church 
1601 W. Imhoff Rd. The concert will be free but donations will be gladly accepted.  The 
theme of the concert is Earth and was planned for the 50th anniversary of Earth Day in 
2020 but Covid-19 prevented it.  Please join the Norman Singers on July 11th and hear 
music by John Rutter and Sting among others celebrating Earth.

Norman Singers Concert

Abundant Life Garden Project 
– VBS 2021

Our VBS is off to a great start! We’re talking about 
water, soil, seeds, animals, and harvest with songs, 
crafts, games, activities, and snacks! VBS is open to 
kids in pre-K – 5th grade and it’s not too late to join 
us! We meet on Sunday afternoons from 4-6 PM 
through July 25,
Schedule
July 4th – no VBS- Happy 4th of July!
July 11 – Animals
July 18 – Harvest
July 25 – Celebrate!



Anthony is a recent graduate from the University of Oklahoma in Music Composition and 
Mechanical Engineering. He is an active composer who is currently taking and completing 
commissions, and he was the national winner of the 2018 Music Teachers National Association 
Music Competition Competition. As a cellist, Anthony has also soloed with orchestras and won many 
competitions.
Anthony worked as an intern with Southwestern Advantage for 3 years, selling educational 
resources to families door to door in Raleigh NC, Kalamazoo MI, and Culpeper VA. During his first 

Meet the Nursery Staff!

summer doing that, he was #7 in the world of all the first years, and in his second summer he was in the top 100 in the 
entire company, having a personal business do about $70,000 in sales in 3 months.
Towards the end of his third summer, Anthony had a stroke. This has left him deaf in one ear. Given that, he is now 
actively working to resolve his newly acquired deficits, including dyslexia and short term memory loss, from that medical 
incident in pursuit of future employment as an Engineer.
Anthony also plans to return to school to pursue a degree in Acoustic Engineering. His dream is to design the acoustics of 
concert halls and churches.

Juliana was born in Venezuela and moved to the United States about five years ago. Norman has 
been her home ever since. She will be a junior next fall at Long Island University Global, and will 
graduate with a bachelor's degree in Global Studies. Her hope is to get a master's degree in 
Education, as her goal is to become an elementary school teacher one day. Currently, she also 
work part-time at the Norman Public Library, in the new Central branch. Juliana is so excited to begin 
working at St. John's!

We are very thankful to have two wonderful caregivers in the nursery this summer! 

Children’s Ministry Volunteers 
Needed!

Sunday school and Fledglings (our youth group for K-5th 
grade) will start in September, but preparations are 
already beginning!

These programs build a sense of community and 
belonging for our youngest members. They give children 
an opportunity to form relationships with each other while 
practicing love, compassion, tolerance, and acceptance of 
each other. 

Children’s programming at St. John’s relies on adult 
volunteers to teach Sunday School and supervise 
children’s activities. We need volunteers to teach Godly 
Play (pre-k – 2nd grade), Living Holy (3rd-5th grade), the 

6th-8th grade class, and the high school class. 

Additionally, we need adult volunteers to help with 
Fledglings. Fledglings meets on Sundays from 4-6 PM 
and dinner is provided. 

Please consider how you can volunteer time with our 
children’s programming and talk with Catherine Wilson for 
more information cwilson@episcopalnorman.org.

Building Our Church Community with 
Legos and Lincoln Logs

When I imagine what I want for our church community, I 
imagine a place where people connect with each other. 
Kneeling at the communion rail, they know the names of the 
people kneeling with them. Singing together, they are sharing 
in each others’ joys and raising each others’ blessings. 
Praying together, they acknowledge and offering compassion 
for each others’ needs. 

Connecting like this takes work and on Sunday mornings there 
is precious little time outside the service to build these intimate 
relationships. This is particularly difficult for families of young 
children. 
While my work in the church is specifically focused on 
children, I see it as part of a broader picture—one that 
includes the spiritual and emotional connection among adults 
in our church family. To help create time for adults to get to 
know each other after the service, I am putting together a 
“Creation Cart” with activities for children to do after the 
service while their parents connect with other adults. Linked 
below is a list of things I would love to on the cart and make 
available for young children. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1NAZUQV8PTKJF?
ref_=wl_share

 Items purchased from list will go to the Creation Cart. 
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Outreach Office
Since September 2020, St. John's Outreach Office Ministry has been administered by Food and 
Shelter for Friends due to COVID.  Food and Shelter has a dedicated caseworker that meets with 
outreach clients that have requested assistance in person at the church or through voicemail.  See 
below for a summary of assistance to 180 individuals that was provided by St. John's through our 
unique referral partnership with FSFF. 

Your support helped Katie and many others like her.  Read her story below.
Helping people in our community with some of these simple things often leads to big next steps.  
Filling the gap for families struggling to find a path forward is quite a special gift.  The COVID 
pandemic left many families in an economic crisis.  Our caseworker with Food and Shelter worked 
with a woman named Katie who benefited from your assistance.  Katie had made her living cleaning 
houses.  You can imagine once the pandemic started, demand for an outside house cleaner 
decreased dramatically.  Katie went from having more than enough money to pay her rent to having 
no money to pay her rent.  She applied for and benefitted from unemployment but it was a fraction of 
the amount she normally made by working.  It did not take long for any savings to go away and the 
bills started to pile up.  She fortunately got one stimulus payment, which was just enough to pay her 
rent for a month.  She was still without enough money for her electric bill.  With your help, we were 
able to pay that bill and keep her family from experiencing homelessness.  Thank you so much for 
helping Katie and many families like hers.  --submitted by April Heiple

_______________________________________________________________

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church Partnership Report
October 2020 through May 2021
 
Total Funds Received                                                                $5,200
Total Expenses for the Period                                                    $5,278
Remaining balance as of May 2021                                           <$78>
ID Voucher Total                                                                         $900
Total:                                                                                          $6178

Your Good Work
We have been using these cash funds for utility assistance.  Most of our community funds for utilities 
have either significant documentation requirements or require proof of COVID relation to qualify.  
The extreme cold weather caused many people who normally make ends meet to see higher than 
normal bills and now that summer is here, we expect to see the same thing.  Below are some 
numbers for your funds and how you helped our community stay safe and stably housed.
 

St. John’s Outreach Update
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33 Families were provided utility assistance                                $   5,278                     
33 households assisted  40 adults and 74 children
Average assistance per household                                              $  159.90

Prescription Assistance:
Food and Shelter purchased $10 Walmart Gift Cards to assist with prescriptions for those without 
insurance or income enough to cover co-pays.  With your assistance we have assisted 18 people 
with prescriptions.
 
Employment Assistance:
Employment Assistance is in general to help someone get back to work.  We have provided support 
for food handlers permits, work clothes and work shoes.  To date, we have assisted 12 people with 
work needs.
 
ID Vouchers:
Having an ID is critical for nearly every step forward especially for employment and housing.  St. 
John’s Outreach team has provided vouchers for replacement photo ID.  To date, Food and 
Shelter has assisted 36 people obtain IDs using vouchers.    
 
Outreach Donations
Crop Walk Sponsor $200
Doing What I Can Sponsor $500 

Want to get more involved in helping those in need? Join our Outreach Committee! 
If you think you'd enjoy working with your fellow parishioners on outreach opportunities that support 
the homeless and those in need in Norman, you're invited to join St. John's Outreach committee.  
Our first meeting will be held in late July.  Send an email to Andrea Conway 
at andreag51893@gmail.com or Lisa Schade at laneconsult@yahoo.com to learn how to get 
involved.  

What's Next? 
Our annual Care & Share Campaign kicks off next month to raise funds to support our Outreach 
activities.  Our Outreach ministry includes our annual Santa Ministry activities that support over 125 
seniors and families struggling during the holidays, quarterly blood drives, serving food to the 
homeless at Food and Shelter for Friends six times/year, and support for our Outreach Office that 
has served those in need monthly with life changing support through financial assistance.  Look for 
more information in the coming months.  

Outreach Update, Continued…

mailto:andreag51893@gmail.com
mailto:laneconsult@yahoo.com
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A LOVING PILGRIMAGE THROUGH 
CHRISTIAN HISTORY
Diana Butler Bass, A People’s History of Christianity: The 
Other Side of the Story. HarperOne 2009. In hardcover, 
paperback, e-book, & audible formats, $10-17, also used from 
under $1. (Note: The author does not read the audio book.)
In June Cathy Wilson founded St. John’s Beloved Readers FB group, who met in our 
parish hall to discuss David Grann’s Killers of the Flower Moon (2017). During the 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial, the Diocese of Oklahoma began its second round of 
dialogue circles on race and faith, Sacred Ground, a national Church online program of 
study aimed at our Becoming Beloved Community. Welcome, all! Justly praised by 
reviewers, A People’s History of ChrisUanity can inspire our self-examination and 
resourcefulness as we pursue such ministries and other lay ministries too.
St. Michael’s Education for Ministry mentor Rachel Armstrong recommended it while I was studying that course’s 
monumental third-year text, Diarmaid MacCulloch’s bestseller, Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years (2009). For 
nine months encountering that heavy encyclopedic historical record of conflict, cruelty, injustice, violence, imperialism, and 
bigotry under assorted militant triumphal “Christian” banners, my own saving strategy was to focus on those sub-
narratives where suddenly I discerned the loving Light of Christ: faithful people and communities shining ethical hope 
through all that darkness, brightly, with spiritually profound courage, ingenuity, and artistry. This is exactly what Bass 
means by her subtle “The Other Side of the Story.”
Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States (1980) took perspectives of women, Native Americans, African 
Americans, outsiders, and workers to record their conscientious grassroots actions in behalf of the poor, peace, and the 
planet. Similarly, Bass surveys what she calls “generative Christianity,” or “Great Command Christianity” (as in Luke 
10:25-27), which “births new possibilities for God’s love into the world” (loc. 274), enacted in different times and places by 
“relentlessly creative artists of tradition” (loc. 4045). Bass critiques the “usual” history of “’Big C’ Christianity—Christ, 
Constantine, Christendom, Calvin, and Christian America”(loc. 182). Re-educating faithful people suffering from “spiritual 
amnesia” (loc. 203) in “a postraditional world” of “broken memory” (loc. 224), she tells “The Not-So-Usual Story” (loc. 268) 
in order to cultivate both “devotional memory” and “ethical memory,” now at mutual odds (loc. 256). She hopes real 
Christian community can reconcile devotion and ethics by reclaiming “a history of holy and humble rebellion” (loc. 318) 
against the church’s own breaches of Jesus’s Great Command.
Whereas her Freeing Jesus (see Evangel, June 2021) is “memoir theology,” this is “a scrapbook of traditions that may 
have been forgotten, mislaid, or misinterpreted, rearranged on a page to evoke memories of a Christian God” (loc. 345). 
Guiding her reader-pilgrims through Christianity’s main historical periods (no nostalgia trip), Bass names and recounts 
powerful ways Christians (too many to list here!) have struggled to live by Jesus’s Great Command to love God and to 
love their neighbors. These abundant specific practices of devotion and ethics extend now to include Christians’ hybrid 
faith identities, ecumenism, interfaith relations, creation care, and visions of “justice through universal hospitality” (loc. 
3954). Organized explicitly around love for God and love for neighbors, this “scrapbook” offers practical inspiration galore 
for how I “do” both Christian devotion and Christian ethics, but its intended audience is an open, welcoming, learning 
community like St. John’s. –-Reviewed by Susan Laird
FROM ST. JOHN’S LIBRARY
This monthly column in Evangel features short reviews of books from the parish library as well as Episcopal Church 
Publishing and cathedral stores, and the Education for Ministry program at Sewanee, or books recommended by our 
rector. Books reviewed need not be brand-new, but should serve the purpose of expanding our learning resources for 
spiritual growth—perhaps also introducing texts for study by parish groups and Sunday School classes. To participate in 
this educational lay ministry, contact parish librarian Anne Harris anneharris636@gmail.com or Susan Laird 
susielaird@icloud.com, or Evangel editor Merrie Beard merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: third Sunday 
of each month, about 200-500 words.

mailto:anneharris636@gmail.com
mailto:susielaird@icloud.com
mailto:merrie@episcopalnorman.org
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Online Church Service Options 
Sunday Mornings: These videos will continue until 
the live stream is up and running.The videos are 
available on the St. John’s website, https://
episcopalnorman.org/videos.aspx.

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: 405-321-3020

WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org
EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org

OFFICE HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thur 9am-4pm
Wed 9 am-6pm

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to 
staff@episcopalnorman.org, or online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added 
to the Prayers of the People, unless you would like your request kept private.

Pastoral Care
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee has resumed home Eucharist for parishioners unable to attend church. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know need care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or 
staff@episcopalnorman.org.

Online Giving
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are 
interested in doing so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left 
corner. There is a simple form to complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. 
You can use this to pay for altar flowers, make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated 
by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 321-3020. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S

*Knit Night, July 1, 6:30 p.m

*Vacation Bible School, July 11, 4 p.m.

*Knit Night, July 15, 6:30 p.m

*Men’s Griller, July 15, 6:30 p.m.

*Vacation Bible School, July 18, 4 p.m.

*Vacation Bible School, July 25, 4 p.m.

.
 

The St. John’s Office will be closed July 5.


